






































Land Use & Transit Relationship

m Type & Viability of Transit Dependent
on Appropriate Land Use Patterns

m Concentrated Development Pattern
Yields Ridership Essential to
Successful Transit

m Retool Land Use Regulations to be
Transit-Supportive




Countywide Planning Framework

m Pinellas Planning Council (PPC)/
Countywide Planning Authority (CPA)

m Countywide Plan
= Countywide Plan Rules
m Relationship to Local Plans & Codes
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PPC/CPA Support for Connecting
Land Use & Transit

m Transit-Supportive Enabling Regulations
m Assistance with Meeting FTA Criteria
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Success Depends On the Cooperative
Effort of All Stakeholders

Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority
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CONNECTUS

August 18, 2009 Contact: Ed Turanchik
ConnectUs

813.477.2847

ed.turanchik@FastRailConnectUs.com

Ed Crawford

813.597.1167

Ed.crawford@FastRailConnectUs.com

Ellen Gedalius
Congresswoman Castor’s Ofice
813.871.2817

Ellen.gedalius@mail.house.gov
FLORIDA LEADERS DECLARE SUPPORT FOR HIGH-SPEED RAIL

Tampa, Fla. — In a demonstration of statewide collaboration today, federal, state and local
elected officials joined business organizations from Miami, Orlando and Tampa at three regional
events to announce their support of Florida’s application for federal funding for High-Speed rail.
Participants also announced the formation of ConnectUs, a grassroots organization designed to
rally Floridians in support of the initiative.

The impetus for this effort is the new federal commitment to create a national intercity
passenger rail system. Eight billion dollars in federal stimulus money has been set aside for
High-Speed rail in ten national High-Speed rail corridors, including Tampa-Orlando-Miami.
Forty states have submitted pre-applications seeking more than $100 billion for 278 separate
intercity and High-Speed rail projects. President Obama is expected to decide by this
December which projects will be funded. The Florida project would connect Tampa, Orlando
and Miami with a 361-mile High-Speed rail system. Florida plans to ask for $2.53 billion to build
the Orlando-Tampa segment and design the Orlando-Miami segment.

“Florida is a logical place to invest in High-Speed rail and create thousands of jobs. We can
connect major economic and tourism centers. Unlike any other state, Florida has secured all of
the right-of-way and permits and is ready to go,” said U.S. Representative Kathy Castor,
speaking at the Tampa event. “We are unified and we are ready to bring High-Speed rail to
Florida. Now is our opportunity to connect Florida's major metro areas, bring thousands of jobs
to our state and move into the future of rail transportation.”




To inform Florida residents about this opportunity and rally support for the cause, organizers
have created a new statewide grassroots organization called ConnectUs. Using a social
networking strategy and new website, www.FastRailConnectUs.com, ConnectUs allows people,
organizations and local government to connect with each other on this issue and show their
support in a meaningful way.

“High-Speed rail connecting Tampa Bay to Florida’s other economic engines is critical to
maintain our global competitiveness. We have an opportunity to start building the world-class
regional transportation system that we have prepared for decades and that will support the
future sustainable growth of our region,” said Ronnie Duncan, Tampa Bay Partnership Board
member and former Pinellas County Commissioner.

Support of the proposed High-Speed rail project is widespread in the Tampa community.
Today’s Tampa event was hosted by the Tampa Bay Partnership, Greater Tampa Chamber of
Commerce, Tampa Downtown Partnership and Westshore Alliance.

“The Greater Tampa Chamber applauds Congresswoman Castor’s leadership and celebrates
the statewide, collaborative nature of this project,” said Henry Gonzalez, Chair of the Greater
Tampa Chamber of Commerce. “Working together to secure this funding will serve as a
catalyst for future job creation, business growth, and increased intermodal transportation
capabilities.”

At the Orlando event, U.S. Representative Alan Grayson emphasized the timing of this event as
he will be hosting Vice President Biden in Orlando on August 19.

“| plan to explain to the VicePresident how important this project is to our region and the state
and to our country,” said Grayson. “Securing funding for the Tampa-Orlando-Miami system is
one of my top priorities and is important to our local economy. With over 50 million visitors
annually and 1-4 at its limits, High-Speed rail will be a successful project that will create jobs and
help us grow better.”

Congressman Grayson was joined at the Orlando event by Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer who
addressed the historic nature of the coalition.

“| am wholly impressed by the coalition that has come together to support Florida’'s High-Speed
rail application, a project which the City of Orlando totally supports,” said Dyer. “We will work
closely with ConnectUs and its partners to create a statewide consensus on the importance of
High-Speed rail and urban transit to the future prosperity of Florida.”

“The Central Florida Partnership believes that High-Speed rail is transformational,” explained
Michael Weinberg, co-chair of the Partnership’s Transportation Task Force. “It will provide
unsurpassed transportation capacity and speed that will connect the state’s diverse cities and
tourist attractions together and stimulate high tech jobs.”

At the Lakeland event, State Senator Paula Dockery, a long time supporter of High-Speed Rail,
offered her perspective.

“High-Speed rail is critical for the future of Florida,” said Dockery. ‘It will be the backbone of
expanded mass transit systems. We can do a better job of managing our growth and reducing




air pollution. The grassroots, bottom-up approach that is starting today is vital for High-Speed
rail to succeed. “

South Florida business leadership is joining in the collaborative effort as the requested funds will
include a designation to begin design of the Orlando — Miami segment.

“I have never seen anything like this before on any transportation project,” declared Sonny
Holtzman, long-time Florida transportation advocate and Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce
Board member, “The Greater Miami Chamber leadership is particularly appreciative that the
Central Florida Partnership, Tampa Bay Partnership, Tampa Chamber and ConnectUs reached
out to Miami as their first priority in putting together this effort and are committed to seeing High-
Speed rail built along the entire 361 mile corridor. *

“As the operator of one of the fastest growing commuter rail systems in the nation and largest
in the southeast United States, we think High-Speed rail and commuter rail go hand-in-hand,”
said Joe Giulietti, Executive Director of the South Florida Regional Transportation Authority,
which operates the south Florida commuter Tri-Rail system. “Florida has a great but rare
chance to secure $2.5 billion in our tax money. We should do everything within our power to
seize this opportunity. ConnectUs and this great coalition will help immensely.”

Support for ConnectUs is pouring in from a variety of major labor and environmental groups
throughout the state.

“We are in total support of Florida’s High-Speed rail application,” said Mike Williams, President
of the Florida Building and Construction Trades Council, AFL-CIO. “The construction trades are
devastated by this recession and we fear that Florida will take a longer time to recover than
other states. We will work closely with ConnectUs to convey the message to the President that
the Tampa-Orlando-Miami project is what stimulus funding is all about — tens of thousands of
new construction jobs and permanent jobs.”

“Environmental groups like Audubon have long supported transit, and High-Speed rail is even
more significant for us because we think it can create a shift in how people view transit and how
they want to connect to it,” said Charles Lee, Director of Advocacy of Audubon of Florida. “So
we think its overall environmental benefits transcend just taking cars off the road and reducing
CO2 emissions. We think it can help reshape land development patterns to concentrate growth
to protect the environment and reduce sprawl.”

“We believe that Floridians want better choices than being stuck in their car, stuck in long
security lines at airports, and stuck with high gasoline bills. Floridians want transportation
solutions that we can grow on. Ones that will create new prosperity and better jobs, not more
spraw! and strip malls.  High-Speed rail is the Tim Tebow of transportation and a total game
changer for how we grow and how we live,” said Turanchik, President of ConnectUs. “Today,
Florida’s campaign for High-Speed rail starts afresh with ConnectUs. We have started with a
historic coalition and it will grow rapidly. We also are launching a great social networking
strategy and website at www.FastRailConnectUs.com that allows people, organizations and
local government to connect with each other on this issue and show their support in a
meaningful way.”

Turanchik said that ConnectUs will be reaching out to other Florida communities in the next
few weeks. A complete list of the Board of Directors of ConnectUs is available on its website.
Turanchik also announced that former HART government affairs and public relations director,




Ed Crawford, had joined the ConnectUs. Crawford will be responsible for organizing the Tampa
Bay area'’s support for ConnectUs and Florida’s High-Speed Rail application.
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