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AGENDA ITEM: MEETING DATE: April 16, 200 &

SUBJECT:
Ability to Serve Report No. 08-2: City of Largo (130™ Avenue & Starkey Road Area
Annexation)

RECOMMENDATION:

Council, Based on The Accompanying Findings II. A-D, Adopt a Finding that the City
of Largo has the Ability to Provide Municipal Services to this Area and Authorize this
Finding to be Transmitted to the City.

I BACKGROUND

Section 5(12) of Chapter 88-464, Laws of Florida, as amended, requires the Council to
review and make a recommendation to the affected municipality for each annexation of
ten acres or more as to the ability of the municipality to provide municipal services to the
territory proposed to be annexed.

The proposed annexation area is located south of Ulmerton Road, east and west of Starkey
Road, and generally south and west of Largo’s current boundaries (see Map 2). Referred
to by the City as the 130" Avenue & Starkey Road Area Annexation, the area consists of
thirty parcels designated Industrial Limited, two parcels designated Industrial General, and
three local rights-of-way. The area consists of a variety of industrial uses and a few
vacant parcels. The parcel area is 28.16 acres in size; right-of-way is 2.86 acres, for a total
area of 31.02 acres.

The City has indicated in its submission material that it has the ability to provide
municipal services to the area proposed for annexation.

Although this report is primarily for the purpose of determining if the City has the ability
to provide the proposed annexation area with urban services, it is also used to identify any
other issues with respect to the annexation. It should be noted that PPC staff has reviewed
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SUBJECT: Ability to Serve Report No. 08-2: Largo

this annexation in accordance with Pinellas County Resolution No. 03-128 and issued a
separate determination of compliance with this resolution (see attachment 2).

In accordance with the ability to serve review criteria of PPC Resolution No. 98-2, and
based upon the accompanying data and analysis, staff submits the following findings for
consideration:

II. FINDINGS

A. The subject area lies inside a municipal services planning area established for the
City of Largo Comprehensive Plan, through an Interlocal Agreement with
Pinellas County pursuant to Chapter 163, F.S.

. The proposed annexation does not create any enclaves and a portion of this
annexation actually eliminates an enclave.

|

. The City has the ability to provide water, sewer, solid waste, law enforcement,
‘ fire, EMS, recreation, and library services through city departments, county
services, or private contractors.

D. The existing service districts will not change.

III. REVIEW COMMENTS

A. Consistency with Chapter 171, F.S.: The area is contiguous to municipal
boundaries on its northern, eastern, and southern border (i.e., a substantial part of
a boundary of the territory sought to be annexed is contiguous (Section
171.031(11), F.S.)), the area is reasonably compact (Section 171.031(12), F.S.),
and no enclaves will be created (Section 171.031(13), F.S.). While this is not part
of the review criteria of PPC Resolution No. 98-2, staff finds the proposed
annexation complies with the above provisions.

B. Water: The area proposed for annexation is within the area served by the
Pinellas County Utilities potable water system, so no change in water service is
expected upon annexation. Based on the level of service and coverage of the
potable water system, no water main extensions are proposed at this time. Also, a
10% utility tax will be levied by the City of Largo for water use (This applies to
all property located in the city).

. Sewer: The proposed annexation is within the City of Largo sewer service
district. Currently half of the parcels proposed for annexation are connected to
the city’s sewer system, while the other half are on septic or are vacant. The city
has the necessary capacity to serve all parcels with sanitary sewer. A 25% sewer
surcharge levied on those properties currently connected to the city’s sewer
system will no longer be levied upon annexation.
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. Solid Waste: Currently, the residents and businesses in unincorporated Pinellas
County must either contract with a private collection service or deliver their solid
waste to a Pinellas County Solid Waste Management collection facility. Upon
annexation, the City of Largo will be able to provide solid waste services to the
area. Largo will assume solid waste collection responsibilities as soon as
practicable depending upon individual contracts and the requirements of Section
171.062 (4), F.S.!

. Transportation: The City of Largo is proposing to annex 130™ Avenue N, 131*
Avenue N, and 131% Place N. Upon annexation, maintenance responsibilities for
these roadways will be with the City of Largo Public Works Department.

. Law Enforcement: The Pinellas County Sheriff’s Department currently serves
the area proposed for annexation. The Largo Police Department will serve the
area upon annexation. Largo indicates it has adequate capacity to serve this area.

. Fire: The proposed area is in the Largo Fire District. By Interlocal Agreement
with Pinellas County, fire protection services to the district are provided by the
City of Largo. Therefore, there will be no change in emergency fire services
upon annexation. Also, the fire district millage that is levied for this
unincorporated area will no longer apply. Upon annexation, fire service to the
area will be provided as part of the city ad valorem tax.

. Emergency Medical Service (EMS): EMS is provided to this area through the
countywide EMS program (as administered and serviced through the fire
districts). The countywide EMS millage will continue to be levied in order to
support this service, regardless of jurisdiction.

Recreational Facilities: There are no residents in the proposed annexation area;
therefore, there will be no direct demand for public recreational facilities.

. Libraries: The Largo library system is part of the Pinellas Public Library
Cooperative and, therefore, it is open and available to all persons within the
county regardless of the location of their residence. Annexation into the City of
Largo will have little affect on the availability of library services to properties
within the proposed annexation area since they are non-residential in nature.
Also, the library millage that is levied for this unincorporated area will no longer
apply and library service will be provided as part of the city ad valorem tax.

" If a property has had an exclusive contract for solid waste collection for at least six months before the
annexation occurs, the solid waste provider may continue to provide services to the area for five years,
or the remainder of the contract term, whichever is less (Section 171.062 (4), F.S.)
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In Summary, Based on The Accompanying Findings Il. A-D, it is Recommended That
The Council Adopt a Finding That The City of Largo Has The Ability to Provide
Municipal Services to This Area and Authorize This Finding to be Transmitted to The
City.

Planners Advisory Commaittee (PAC):

The PAC will meet on April 7, 2008, to discuss this item.

IV. ATTACHMENTS

Map 1 Location Map

Map 2 Proposed Annexation Area and Existing City Limits

Map 3 Acerial Photograph

Map 4 Proposed Annexation Area and Countywide Future Land Use
Attachment 1 City of Largo Ability to Serve Report

Attachment 2 Letter of compliance with Chapter 171, F.S.

Attachment 3 Draft PAC Minutes (provided after PAC)
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